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Welcome to God’s House 
 
Jesus promised, “I am coming soon.” But what does soon mean to the one who is 

the Alpha and Omega, the eternal God? We don’t know. We want Christ to 

return quickly, because we know the Last Day will be a day of great deliverance 

for God’s people. But how long will we have to wait? Will it be a few months or a 

few millennia? Again, we can’t know.  
 
What we do know is that as we wait for that day, we 

need to avoid two extremes: impatience and 

indifference. Don’t worry if the deliverance of the Last 

Day does not come as quickly as we would like. And 

don’t never doubt that that deliverance will indeed 

come. How do we avoid those extremes…how do we 

remain ready and watchful? In this last week of the 

Church Year, Jesus does what he has done all year—

point us to his Scriptures. The Scriptures record countless promises that have 

already been fulfilled in Christ. That assures us that the as-of-yet unfulfilled 

promises are as good as done. There is no doubting that the Last Day will come. 

There is no doubting it will be a day of blessed deliverance for God’s people. 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Opening Hymn          Wake, Awake, the Night is Flying   #486                   
 
 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 

the watchmen on the heights are crying; 

    “awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 



Midnight hears the welcome voices 

and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 

    “Oh, where are all you virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! 

    Alleluia! With bridal care 

yourselves prepare to meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 
 
Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

and all her heart with joy is springing; 

    she wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 

the strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

    her star is ris’n, her light is come. 

Now come, O Blessèd One, Christ Jesus, God’s own Son. 

    Hail! Hosanna! We enter all 

the marriage hall to eat the Supper at your call. 
 
Now let all the heav’ns adore you, 

let saints and angels sing before you 

    with harp and cymbal’s clearest tone. 

Of one pearl each shining portal, 

where, dwelling with the choir immortal, 

    we gather round your radiant throne. 

No vision ever brought, no ear has ever caught 

    such great glory; therefore will we 

in victory sing hymns of praise eternally. 

          
 
Invocation 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



Confession of Sins 
 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins 

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 
 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and  



for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 
 
Glory to God in the Highest 
 
To God on high be glory and peace to all the earth, 
for God has shown his favor in Jesus’ holy birth! 
Almighty God and Father, our humble thanks we bring; 
we worship you, we bless you, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
 
O Lamb of God exalted, you take all sin away; 
extend to us your mercy and hear us as we pray. 
With God the Holy Spirit, at God the Father’s throne, 
you reign, O Christ, forever, for you are Lord alone! 
 

 

  

THE WORD 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
  
Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the living 

and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of his return with our eyes fixed on 

the kingdom prepared for your own from the foundation of the world; through 



your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
First Reading                                        Habakkuk 1:1-3; 2:1-4                            
 
The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received. 
2 How long, Lord, must I call for help, 

    but you do not listen? 

Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 

    but you do not save? 
3 Why do you make me look at injustice? 

    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 

Destruction and violence are before me; 

    there is strife, and conflict abounds… 

I will stand at my watch 

    and station myself on the ramparts; 

I will look to see what he will say to me, 

    and what answer I am to give to this complaint.  
2 Then the Lord replied: 

“Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets 

    so that a herald may run with it. 
3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 

    it speaks of the end and will not prove false. 

Though it linger, wait for it; 

    it will certainly come and will not delay. 
4 “See, the enemy is puffed up; 

    his desires are not upright— 

    but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm of the Day           Out of the Depths - 130A 
 

 

 
  

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;  

        Lord, hear my voice. Listen closely as I call on you for help. 
  
Lord, if you kept / track of sins, O Lord, then who could stand? 

        But with you there is forgiveness, in order that you may be 

feared.   Refrain 
  
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope.  

        More than watchers wait for morning my soul waits for the Lord. 
 
Israel, put your hope / in the Lord, for with the Lord is faithful love; 

        with him is complete redemption. He will redeem Israel from the 

 guilt of all their sins. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the / Holy Spirit, 

        as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 

 
 
Second Reading                       Revelation 22:6-13 
 
6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the 

God who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things 

that must soon take place.” 
7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy written in this scroll.” 
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and 

seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing 



them to me. 9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you 

and with your fellow prophets and with all who keep the words of this 

scroll. Worship God!” 
10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this 

scroll, because the time is near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do 

wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does right 

continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.” 
12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person 

according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First 

and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                 Matthew 24:42
                          

 
  

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord  

will come.  Refrain 
Gospel                             Luke 12:35-40
          
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants 

waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he 

comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good 

for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell 

you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will 

come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds 

them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward 



daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 

hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken 

into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
Hymn of the Day         Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending   #487 
 
Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ reveals his endless reign. 
 
Ev’ry eye shall now behold him 

robed in glorious majesty; 

those who set at naught and sold him, 

pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

shall their true Messiah see. 
 
Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
Yea, amen, let all adore thee 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

claim the kingdom as thine own. 



Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 

 
 
Sermon                        Habakkuk 1:1-3; 2:1-4                            

                           
 
Please stand  

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 
 
Be seated  

 
 
Prayer of the Church  
  
Eternal and gracious Father, today we end another year of grace. Once again the 

Holy Spirit has nourished and strengthened our faith as we reviewed the words 

and works of Jesus recorded in the Gospels. We have rejoiced to hear that you 

kept the promises you made to your ancient people. We were encouraged as we 

remembered how you empowered your followers to proclaim the good news in 

their world. 

Work in us every day to believe the truths of your Word and apply them in  



our lives. 
  
We are aware that we live in dangerous times as Satan and his forces of evil 

assault your people again and again. Give us wisdom to discern teachings that 

subtly deny the Scriptures. Provide courage to stand against the attacks of 

godless opponents. Strengthen our resolve to confess the truth and then to 

speak the truth in love.  

Work in us every day to be watchful and cautious as we live in our world. 
  
Help us take to heart that your Son, our Lord Jesus, is coming again to judge the 

living and the dead. Since the day of his return is unknown to us, lead us to note 

the signs that signal the end of time. Spare us from fear as trouble and woe 

increase, and fill us with hope as we long for that great day.    

Work in us every day to be ready for the moment of his coming.  
  
Fill us with concern for family members and friends who are not taking seriously 

their need for Jesus and his forgiveness. Provide opportunities to reach out to 

them with patient persistence and to lovingly lead them to your Word and 

sacraments. Make us generous with our offerings so that others can go in our 

place to proclaim the good news.  

Work in us every day to witness to Christ and his love for sinners. 
  
Lead us to see our Savior’s face in the faces of the poor and hungry, the lonely 

and forgotten, the oppressed and imprisoned, and move to support them 

whenever we can….Make our faith to be lights in the world so that people may 

see our good works and glorify you and your Son. 

Work in us every day to imitate your love for the lost, the least, and the 

last. 
  
If you call us to glory before the final day comes, carry our souls to heaven where 

we will await the resurrection of our bodies. Comfort those who may grieve over 

losing us and point them to the day when they will join us at the marriage feast 

of the Lamb.  

Work in us every day so that we are ready whenever you call us home. 
  



Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayers 
  
Fill us with hope and joy as we await your Son’s return. Cause us to enjoy your 

earthly blessings in light of your eternal glories and to realize that heaven is 

really our home. Lead us to long for the splendor of Paradise where you will 

wipe away all tears from our eyes.  

Work in us every day as we listen for the sound of the final trumpet. 

Amen. 

 
 
Offering                

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the 

world. If you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 

ministry. 

 
 
Hymn                                            It Is Well with My Soul   #850 
   
When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll— 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 
 

Refrain: It is well with my soul, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

and hath shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain 
 
My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought— 

my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more: 

praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 
 



And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 

the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend; 

even so, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
  
Prayer  
 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so  

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and  

comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting  

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
 
Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                  Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See   #884 
 
Lord, when your glory I shall see 

    and taste your kingdom’s pleasure, 

your blood my royal robe shall be, 

    my joy beyond all measure! 

When I appear before your throne, 

your righteousness shall be my crown; 

    with these I need not hide me. 

And there, in garments richly wrought, 



as your own bride I shall be brought, 

    to stand in joy beside you. 
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This Week at Zion 
    
 Today:   7:30 / 9:45 a.m. Worship  

      8:30 / 8:45 a.m.  Sunday School / Adult Bible study      

      1:00 p.m.     Open House at KML  
 
 Wed:   2:30 p.m.     KM Gardens Devotion, Kewaskum 

      7:00 p.m.     Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
  
 Thu:   9:00 a.m.     Thanksgiving Day Worship 
     
 Fri:    2:00 p.m.     Hope Nursing Home Devotion, Lomira 
 
 Sun:   7:30 / 9:45 a.m. Worship 

      8:30 / 8:45 a.m.  Sunday School / Adult Bible study  

      2 & 4:30 p.m.   Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee Christmas Concert

  

In Our Prayers   Darlene Ernisse, who experienced a slight stroke last week and 

is in rehab at Cedar Lake Community in West Bend.  
 
Thanksgiving Worship   This week we celebrate a national day of Thanksgiving 

on Thursday. It gives us an opportunity to gather with family and friends around 

a delicious meal, but most important, it gives us opportunity to give thanks to 

the God from whom all blessings flow. Join us on Wednesday at 7 p.m. or 

Thursday at 9 a.m. Because of the Thanksgiving service Thursday morning, 

please note that we will not be having a worship service that evening. 
 
Advent Supper / New Member Welcome / Worship   Our one Advent 

midweek service is scheduled for Wednesday, December 7th. The ladies will be 

providing supper beginning at 6 p.m., followed by a shorter worship service at 7 

p.m. We’ll also take this opportunity to welcome some of our newer members 

who have joined in the past couple years. Join us to welcome them to our church 

family, a delicious supper and worship as we begin the season that is all about 

preparing for Jesus’ coming.  
 
Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women to get together to reflect  

on what we’re truly celebrating at Christmas. You’re invited to attend (this is for 

all our ladies AND their family and friends). It’s scheduled for December 11th. 

Ladies, you should find copies of the invitation on the cabinets in the entryway.   



We thank   Barb Olsen who served as the organist for all three worship services 

this weekend.  
 
Sunday School Christmas Practice    Parents, we need your cooperation so 

that our Sunday School does a good job proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ 

birth this Christmas Eve. We have Saturday practices from 9 – 10:30 a.m. starting 

Saturday, December 3rd. Please help us out by bringing your child(ren) to each 

of these important practices. 
 
Christmas Decorating   On December 4th after the late service, we’ll be 

dressing up our church for Advent and Christmas. Please stay for a while to lend 

a hand with the decorating. 
 
Virtual Food Drive  This is the last week to contribute to the virtual food drive 

benefiting the Kewaskum Area Food Pantry which they can then use to purchase 

the items they need (use the decorated can near the entrance to the church 

proper). Thanks to the ladies’ aid for helping us show love for our neighbors. 
 
Wreaths Across America   If you would like to honor a veteran, the wreaths 

cost $15. Information may be found on the stand near the church entrance. 

Contat Ralph Hagner at 262.224.5395 (lahagner@gmail.com) for more info.  
 
Lutheran Chorale Christmas Concert   Kick off the season next Sunday with a 

concert of Christmas hymns and carols. The Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee, 

will be presenting this enjoyable afternoon of music to celebrate our Savior's 

birth. Choose from either the 2 p.m. or 4:30 p.m. concerts, both held at St. John's 

Lutheran Church 6802 W. Forest Home Avenue in Milwaukee. For an extra 

special treat, come to the 4:30 concert when a few of the carols will be sung by 

candlelight!  
 
November WELS Connection   This month, learn about WELS Military 

Services and its ministry to WELS members who serve in the United States 

Armed Forces and their families. 
 
KML Band Concert   Please join us in person or online (kmlhs.org/stream) as 

students from KML and its federation elementary schools glorify God through 

music on Sunday, December 4, at 2:30 PM. We hope you can join us! 
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